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TAGS: PINS, PINT, SL 

SUB J : ELECTIONS IN BO DISTRICT POSTPONED AGAIN 

REF: FREETOWN 1552 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. GOVERNMENT OF SIERRA LEONE ANNOUNCED 
TUESDAY NIGHT, MAY 17, THAT ELECTIONS FOR THE EIGHT REMAIN- 
ING PARLIAMENTARY SEATS IN BO DISTRICT HAVE BEEN POSTPONED 
AGAIN UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. THE ANNOUNCEMENT STATED THAT THE 
PRESENT SECURITY SITUATION IN AND AROUND THE DISTRICT WAS 
NOT CONDUCIVE FOR ' FREE, FAIR AND PEACEFUL ELECTIONS". END 
UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. BEGIN LOU DURING PAST TWO DAYS, EMBASSY HAD RECEIVED 
INCREASING REPORTS OF RECRUITMENT OF STRONG-ARM MEN BY 
BOTH APC AND SLPP TO CONVERGE ON BO DISTRICT DURING ELECTIONS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PREVIOUSLY SCHEDULED FOR MAY 20. ACCORDING TO SEVERAL REPORTS, 
APC PARLIAMENTARIANS WERE HIRING ANYWHERE FROM 150 TO 200 
THUGS FROM EACH OF THEIR DISTRICTS TO CONVERGE ON BO, WHILE 
SLPP POLITIC AN S WERE RECRUITING SIMILAR NUMBERS FROM SOUTHERN 
AND EASTERN REGIONS TO RESIST APC INCURSIONS. 

3. BRIGADIER MOMOH, SIERRA LEONE ARMY FORCE COMMANDER, TOLD 
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EMBOFFS PRIOR TO OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT THAT ELECTIONS WOULD BE 
CANCELLED BECAUSE NUMBER OF "PRIVATE ARMIES" MOVING INTO BO 
DISTRICT WOULD HAVE LED TO EXTENSIVE BLOODSHED AND VIOLENCE. 

MOMOH SAID THAT SITUATION HAD BECOME SO DANGERIOUS THAT HE 
HAD MOVED ONE FULL COMPANY OF SIERRA LEONE ARMY TO BO DISTRICT 
AND HAD SENT A FIELD GRADE STAFF OFFICER THERE TO REPRESENT 
HIM. OTHER SOURCES EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT IF TRIBAL FIGHTING 
BECAME EXTENSIVE THE ARMY ITSELF MIGHT DISINTEGRATE INTO 
OPPOSING FACTTIONS. END LOU. 

SAMUELS 
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